Character analysis
Another character I have chosen to analyze is Elisa Allen in “The Chrysanthemums” by John Steinbeck. In many societies, women have been perceived to be the weaker sex, with men naturally being viewed as more masculine which is manifested by the male dominated world, ego and chauvinism. The author portrays Elisa as a women with several capabilities which exceed the notion branded about women in the society. She is first portrayed as a hard working woman with different skills which she does not reveal to the world, but rather focuses them on her flower garden, tending the Chrysanthemums. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]From the beginning of the story, Elisa is portrayed as middle aged woman, with a lean  face in her thirties, strong, determined, and a true description of a housewife. It features the activities of one day in the life of Allen who wishes to have a better life and achieve more than she has. In one typical day, a stranger pulls up at her compound, praises her Chrysanthemums, something which gives her hope that her efforts can be recognized. However, she later realizes that the stranger was only focused on benefitting himself and not really compliment her for her work in the garden. This can be perceived as one of her struggles as she tries to find herself in the male dominated society, where the efforts of women are hardly recognized. 
Elisa is also portrayed as a hardworking woman who attends to loads of work in a typical day. She does manual labor in her garden with a lot of energy. I addition to tending her garden, she also takes time to attend to other chores like helping his husband and keeping her home clean. The author describes her home as spotless, with the mat, windows, and steps into the house being described as spotless. She has passion for hard work and determination. Her work attire is also represented as manly, which can be used to symbolize the society where masculinity is perceived as the only way for an individual to be successful and recognized.  
Elisa is also a secretive woman who keeps her feelings to herself. This is seen on the arrival of the stranger who makes her happy and is more expressive. This is descriptive of her relationship. Her husband does not compliment her work as the stranger does, thus she develops negative feelings toward her husband. Despite the fact that she does not tell her in his face, it can be sensed by the manner she responds to him in several occasions. For instance, when Henry promises that they would have dinner, she does not respond happily and at some point she cries remembering that she was used by the stranger who had dumped her Chrysanthemums and carried only the pot. Her submission here can be seen as her loss of hope in changing the perception of women in the society and the position they occupy. 
She tries to escape from her frustrations by focusing on her flowers because she feels that as a woman it is difficult to be recognized. This makes her to be rigid and cold at strangers, which is seen when she does not care about the stranger until he shows interest in her flowers. This is prove that Elisa prefers to be complimented for her work and needs an appreciative man in her life, something which Henry has not been able to provide. 
